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From  (•ioscoK 
Dated  July  22,  1958 
•  Roc'd  0:53  o.m. 

iiocrctary  of  State 
’^ashingten 

July  22,  Noon. 

tologran  July  21,  4  |;.m.  and  previous. 

fioscow  morning  popors  publish  conspicuousJy  a  communique  entitled  "The 
baselessness  of  the  roprcsentctlons  end  demands  of  the  Japanese  Gevemment" 
of  vhlch  fcllcv;lng  is  a  translation. 

"On  the  20tb  of  this  month  the  Ja;  .Jiese  /tmbassador  visited  the  Peoples 
Comnissalre  for  Foreign  iSfaiTB  and  made  the  following  declaration  to  him. 

The  Commissariat  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  July  15th‘on  the  basis  of  the 
Khun  Chun  ogrooiawit  and  the  mays  subjoined  thereto  rejected  the  demand  of  the 
Ja^jonese  Embassy  for  the  ?dthdrawal  of  Soviet  troops  from  the  heights  sitmited 
to  the  west  of  Inko  Khasan  "Chanchi".  The  Japanese  Government  having  again 
Bt\jdled  this  quostlon  cn  the  basis  of  data  in  the  possession  of  the  Honchurlan 
Gevemment  came  to  the  concluslcn  that  this  district  belongs  to  Manchvuria. 
Moreover,  the  Manchvurion  population  confirms  that  cn  the  height  in  question  it 
was  in  the  habit  of  celebrating  religious  cerencmies.  The  Soviet  Government  has 
alv.oys  manifested  its  inclination  for  ijeaco  ond  for  the  preservation  of  the 
statxis  quo  on  the  frontier  region  and  therefore  the  responsibility  will  fall  on 
that  Government  for  the  viclatlon  of  this  status  quo.  The  Japanese  Government 
does  not  insist  on  thu  frontier  no\(  being  accurately  defined  and  its  demand 
extends  only  to  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  Soviet  troops  from  the  area  in 
question  v.horeby  calm  :'ill  bo  restored. 

Criorade  Litvinov  renlndod  Ambassador  Shlgumitbu  that  official  documents  to 
^Titt  the  Khun  Chun  agreement  and  mays  subjoined  thereto  vore  shevn  to  the 
Japanese  Charge  d'Affalres,  on  which  mays,  the  frontier  is  perfectly  clearly 
traced,  running  through  the  moxintoins  lying  tc  the  v/est  of  Lake  Khasen.  The 
maps  bear  the  signatures  of  the  representatives  of  a  former  Chinese  Government. 
Ry  the  display  of  theso  docuraents  the  question  should  be  considered  closed. 
Hewevor,  to  tliis  completely  indisputable  evidence  tho  Japanese  Government  In 
refutaticn  refers  to  some  indefinite  data  not  presented  to  .the  Soviet , Government 
and  to  cortoln  statements  by  on  vnnamed  Manchurian  villager  which  are  impossible 
of  verification.  The  inclusion  of  tho  height  to  the  v:est  of  Lake  Khasan  in 
Stviet  territory  can  under  no  clrcumstcjices  be  disputed.  ‘Soviet  territory  can 
under  no  circumstances  bo  dls,>uted.  S.vlet  mllitazy  detachments  have  been  sent 
thithor  h.ifore  this  and  are  sent  there  now.  ^flthin  the  confines  of  its  terri¬ 
tory  thu  transfer  of  Soviet  troops  is  regulated  by  the  Soviet  authcritios  and  nr 
intorforonce  or  denands  of  another  government  con  bo  admitted.  The  Soviet 
detachment  in  thot  district  has  no  ether  ^Auriaoso  than  the  protection  of  the 
status'  quo  on  our  frontier.  Differently  from  other  governments  tho  Soviet  Unlcrt 
;  alntoins  amies  not  tc  send  thorn  into  other  ccuntrios  but  solely  for  tho  pro¬ 
tection  cf  Itc  frontiers.  Tho  Red  Army  fully  admits  its  responsibility  for  tho 
nen-violaticn  and  integrity  of  theso  frontiers  ond  in  its  actions  is  inspired 
by  that  roaponsibllity. 

Or.  the  frontier  complete  tranqvdllty  reigns  ond  it  can  only  be  broken  by 
tho  Ja.xmese  .'^churian  s  de  t.hlch  in  that  event  t;111  bear  tho  responsibility 
for  the  consequences.  (QID  SECTIOII  ONE) 

KIEK 

V;T.C  CSB 


ON  THE  CH/JIGKUFEWG  INCIDSWT, 
22,  1938 
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TELECRAIJI  RECEIVED 

From  Moscov 

Datod  July  22,  1936 


Secretary  of  Stato 
Vashlngton 

July  22,  noon  (SECTION  TO), 


Receivod  11:35  a.m. 


At  whatever  ..oints  Soviet  forces  raay  find  theraselvos  they  do  not  threaten 
the  territory  of  others.  If  in  the  future  the  Ja^janeso  Government  i^roducos  the’ 
data  in  the  ^^ssession  of  •^'’lonchuria  v'hich  it  cites  the  Soviet  Government  will 
gladly  exrxilnc  then  and  give  its  OiJinicn  thereon. 


Ambassador  Shigomltsu  expressed  the  assumption  that  his  Government  would 
not  bo  satisfied  vdth  the  ansver  of  the  Peoples  Coranlssor,  in  his  opinion  the 
Soviet  Government  is  citing  "some  unpublished  naps  or  others".  It  is  indis- 
ijutablo  to  take  laeastiros  looking  to  a  restoration  of  tranquility  on  the  border 
and  Q  detente  of  the  atmosphere  which  has  been  firoated  there.  Othorv'ise  Japan 
loust  cone  to  thu  conclusion  regarding  the  IndispenoablUty  of  adopting  force. 
Again  repeating  his  denrjads  regarding  the  \.lthdrawal  of  Soviet  forces  Mr.  Shlgc- 
mitsu  made  a  protest  against  the  killing  of  a  Jaixtnese  gendorne  by  the  Soviet 
forces. 

Comrade  Litvinov  expressed  his  astonishment  that  such  on  experienced  dip¬ 
lomat  as  I'inbassodcr  Shigenltsu  shoxild  respond  so  disdoinfvilly  to  official  maps 
which  define  thu  fren tiers  between  states.  Vliether  in  due  time  the  maps  were 
actually  published  or  not  the  force  and  persiuisiveness  of  the  documents  are 
hereby  neither  increased  nor  diminished.  It  is  strange  to  hear  these  observa¬ 
tions  from  the  representative  of  a  government  \.'hlch  by  no  means  practices  the 
obligation  of  publishing  all  agreements  ccncludod  by  it.  Can  it  be  that  that 
government  considers  that  the  secret  treaties  concluded  by  it  have  no  force? 

The  demand  for  the  vithdrawail  of  the  troops  reinforced  by  absolutely  no  docu¬ 
ments  is  unacceptable.  Can  it  be  that  thu  Japanese  would  consent  to  change  the 
disposition  c>f  its  troops  on  the  basis  of  such  unsupported  deooxids?  As  for  the 
employment  of  force,  if  the  .imbassador  considers  such  a  threat  and  intimidation 
advisable  to  v/hlch  curtain  governments  ore  actually  yielding,  a  good  diplomatic 
medium  bo  must  knot;  that  he  t.'ill  not  find  a  successful  employment  of  such  means 
in  I;!oscot/.  The  Japanese  gendarme  was  killed  on  Soviet  territory  where  he 
should  not  have  come. 

In  conclusion  the  Peoples  Commlssairo  drov;  the  Ambassador's  attention  to 
the  invasion  t.hlch  took  place  on  July  19  of  the  premises  of  the  Soviet  Bobassy 
in  Tokyo  by  some  Japanese  bonds  or  others  distributing  provocative  hand  bills 
there.  Althovigh  ordinarily  not  a  single  person  can  enter  the  Embassy  without 
being  stopped  by  the  considerable  polico  force  stationed  thcrc>  the  latter  made 
no  attempt  to  hinder  the  invasion  of  the  Embassy  by  the  bands.  In  the  interest- 
of  tranquility  and  thu  normal  functioning  of  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Tokyo  and  the 
Ja^jonese  Ehibassy  in  Moscow,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Jaixmesu  Government  to  toko 
measures  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  and  the  proventlcxi  of  a  re'petition 
of  such  events  in  thu  future".  (END  MESSAGE). 

Repeated  to  Tokyo. 

KIRK 

TWCxCSB 
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No.  9595 

UNITED  STATES  OF  /J^ERICA 
LEI’i-RTIIfUT  OF  STATE 


Ti^  all  to  •  hon  tlioao  i^roscnfcs  sl'.ull  coraoi  Grootinrj 

I  cortify  that  the  dtcuuont  hereunto  annoj.oU  is  a  truo  coi^  from  the 
flics  of  this  Do,^rt:uont. 

In  testitieny  thereof,  I,  Goor(?o  C,  .'tarshall,  Secretary 
cf  State,  have  horcur.tu  caueod  tlic  seal  <£  the  Department 
of  State  to  bo  affixed  end  r.y  name  subscribed  by  tho 
Acting  nuthonticai-jLOD  Officer  of  tlac  said  De.>artmont, 
at  tac  city  of  V.aoh.lngtm,  in  tho  District  of  Cjlumblo, 
this  tv. on cy- third  dey  of  Januaxy,  19<7. 


/s/  Goor/'o  C.  Uarshcll _ 

Secrotory  of  State. 

_ B*_  E.  Cosh _ 

Acting  -.uthontJ  cation  Officer, 
Department  of  State 
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